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Internet cafes and their impact on youth- A
field study in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This study aimsto find outthe main characteristics
of youth frequenting Internet cafes in Jeddah city, to identify
the most important motives that prompt them to frequent such
places, and to showcase the positive and negative effects of
Internet cafes on them. The study also explores ways that
security authorities and the Commission for the Promotion
of Virtue and Prevention of Vice can play to reduce the
negative aspects of Internet cafes on youth through a series
of questions adopted by the study. This study falls under the
descriptive studies domain, which employs the Social Survey
Methodology on a sample of young people aged between 15-
30 years old using a questionnaire as the main tool to collect
data. The study achieved a number results the most important
of which is as follows: the diversity of Internet sites frequented
by the respondents of which YouTube came on the forefront
followed by e-mail and social media sites. The respondents
gave different reasons that motivate young people to frequent
Internet cafes of which entertainment , recreation, social
networking, and browsing various sites on the net were the
most prominent. However, some of the negative effects of
the Internet are : internet addiction, health effects, impact on
academic achievement, isolation, depression, destruction of

morality, dissemination of vices as well as Jumping into the
forbidden world.
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